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Pagoda, 
Destination Boutique Hotel
IMAGINE FOR A MOMENT 
that you have just arrived to 
the mountains of telluride, 
colorado, where your much 
anticipated vacation is about to 
begin.  whether it is winter or 
summer, this area has long been 
celebrated for its 360 degree 
mountain views, outrageous 
celebrity sightings, summer jazz 
fest, and every type of outdoor 
activity imaginable.  

you are excited to be staying in 
telluride’s newest hotel, which 
you have heard is nothing like 
the typical “mountain rustic” 
resorts in the area.  this new 
hotel has all the luxuries of 
the finest day spa and a swank, 
sophisticated style not often 
found in mountain towns.  

as you round the last curve 
up the mountain road, you spot 
it--the sharp corner of a large 
pointed roof poking out above 
the aspen and pine trees.  a 
four-story waterfall gracefully 
pours down the front entrance 
into a reflecting pool.  you have 
arrived.  welcome to PAGODA, a 
destination boutique hotel. 

Design Intent 
create a destination boutique hotel unlike 
any in the world.  transform traditional 
asian concepts into modern design elements 
that result in moments of magnificence.  
provide an intimate yet exciting stay 
for guests with amenities that bring in 
travelers from around the globe.  

design spaces that reflect a contemporary 
asian essence using finishes, fixtures, 
furniture, lighting, fabric and flooring 
to create memorable focal points and an 
innovative design.

bento box concept
the concept for this design is based on a 
bento box, which creates compartments of 
interesting spaces within the hotel and the 
surrounding property.  the layout of the 
main building is based on four bento boxes 
whose corners overlap.  in each overlapping 
corner, floor to ceiling glass tubes filled 
with jellyfish puncture the space.  as 
colored led lights shine into each tube 
from the top and bottom, the jellyfish 
absorb the colors adding drama and 
intrigue to this innovative  design feature.   

the 40,000 square foot boutique hotel for 
adult only guests, will be built in telluride 
due to the town’s incredibly strong year-
round economy, the high-end clientele to 
which the town already caters and the 
need for a contemporary lodging facility, 
restaurant, sushi lounge, spa, and rooftop 
bar that will appeal to both hotel guests 
and locals .    



AREAS OF FOCUS:
hotel entry & check-in
from the moment guests arrive, 
pagoda establishes itself as a 
casual, yet swank, service-oriented 
hotel with an unmistakable Japanese 
essence.  guests pass behind the 
4-story waterfall into the hotel’s 
entrance, where they are immediately 
greeted and given the option to 
exchange their snow boots or shoes 
for padded wooden slippers.  as they 
walk towards the registration desk, 
they pass through a metaphorical 
bamboo garden.  bamboo stalks, 
laid horizontally on the walls, 
guide guests past a modern-day 
shoji screen made of frosted glass 
interspersed with panels of living 
glass containing pressed cherry 
blossoms and reeds.  ahead, the 
hand-blown glass chandelier hangs 
floor to ceiling, creating the 
bubbles of the “coy pond.”  behind 
the registration desk, the coy pond 
comes to life.  instead of looking 
down into the pond, the fish can be 
viewed in three horizontal strips of 
glass rippling in the wooden deck  
that forms a dramatic backdrop to 
the hotel entry.  guests then walk 
left past 3 giant glass jelly fish 
tubes into the lobby lounge and 
elevator bank or to the right into 
the sushi bar and restaurant. 

  

Pagoda, 
Destination Boutique Hotel

lobby lounge
the bento box concept truly comes to life 
in pagoda’s lobby lounge.  with spectacular 
mountain views, the open floor plan is 
made more private and intimate by creating 
multiple seating areas at different levels 
and breaking up the space with eye-catching 
furniture and lighting. 

two steps below the main level of the 
lobby, and centrally located in the lounge, 
is a pocket of the bento box in which 
guests can lounge by the fire, sip sake and 
enjoy sashimi 24 hours a day.  fine strands 
of led threads hang from the soffit above, 
creating a semi-transparent curtain of 
privacy for the guests inside--and absolute 
intrigue for passersby.  

floor to ceiling drum pendants separate 
this space and the adjacent seating area.  
white natouche crocodile wall tiles set a 
dramatic backrop for the glass jellyfish  
tubes at the front and back of the lounge.  
colored lights shine into either end of 
the glass tubes resulting in a luminescent 
jellyfish glow in shades of green, blue, 
pink, and their natural white. 

unisex lavatory
this shared bathroom has 2 non-
gender specified entrances that 
curve around and meet in an open 
space containing six waterclosets 
and a custom lavatory.  the 
watercloset doors are composed 
of privacy glass that frosts as 
soon as the lock is turned.  the 
custom lavatory contains 5 sinks 
including one that meets all ada 
requirements.  the room’s focal 
point is the enormous 3’-0” wide 
jellyfish tank in the center of 
the lavatory.  pagoda’s innovative 
bathroom will be the talk of the 
town and a sought after experience 
for every hotel guest.

tea house massage & guest suites
15 individual guest suites and 3 private 
tea houses are connected by wooden foot-
paths that are heated in the winter and are 
situated just above lotus-filled ponds in 
the warmer seasons. 

each guest suite has a system of nana 
walls, designed to look like shoji screens, 
which open up the suite on three sides to 
unobstructed views of the area.  each suite 
consists of a living space to sleep 1-5 
guests including a fireplace, steam shower, 
heated floors and a bento box filled with 
amenities specified by each guest such as an 
ipod dock, cucumber salt scrub, lemongrass 
truffles, or one of 10 other choices.  

The tea house massage suites are equipped 
with heated granite massage tables, a 
private jacuzzi that is open on two sides 
to nature, a private sauna, and a bento box 
filled with essential oils, flowers, candles 
and hot stones for use during private spa 
treatments.  

“on the edge” 
rooftop pool & bar
just below the pointed corners of 
pagoda’s signature roof shelter, 
guests are able to indulge in 
breathtaking views of the mountains 
or stars while sipping sake in the 
infinity pool.  a continuation of 
the bento box concept, the jacuzzi 
rests inside the pool just a few 
swim strokes from the bar.  A 7’-0” 
wide copper fire bowl is the focal 
point, elevated in the center of the 
jacuzzi.  a digitally imprinted resin 
wall creates the striking backdrop 
to the jacuzzi, while guests seated 
at the water bar look off into a 
bamboo grove.

The water from the infinity pool 
appears to touch the mountainside 
as it runs off the edge of the 
roof.  dropping four-stories into 
the reflecting pool at the entrance 
to the hotel, the water greets 
new guests arriving to experience 
PAGODA.



Pagoda Hotel Entry
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custom designed furniture pieces

sushi roll stoolwasabi dipping table

Lobby Lounge
sushi served 24-hours a day!
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On the Edge
Rooftop Pool & Bar
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pagoda, a 40,000 square foot destination 
boutique hotel is nestled in the aspens and 
pines just outside of telluride, colorado.  
unlike the other 7 hotels and inns in town 
whose decor takes on a “rustic mountain 
decor,” pagoda has a stylish sophistication 
not often found in the mountains. 

east-west section-elevation

site plan,
pagoda main lodge
15 guest suites
3 private tea houses
lift-side ski access

overall floor plan
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Tea House 
Massage Suite
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private spa treatments with outdoor 
views, hot tub, steam showers, and sauna
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